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TO GOD BE THE GLORY

Our chairman, Gordon Kennedy, strikes a note
of praise to the Lord for the recent Civil Part-
nership results.

o God be the Glory—this was the con-

stant theme of the e-mails and phone

calls we received as the results of Pres-
bytery votes became known. These emails and
phone calls told us the story of 45 Presbytery
debates. The final numbers are 9 Presbyteries
voted to approve the Overture, 36 voted to not
approve. The head-count, though it does not
change anything constitutionally, was 1007 for,
1563 against.

We give thanks to God that he has guided his
church through this process of Presbytery de-
bates. Our God is eternally faithful to his word
and has kept his church from error by a work of
his grace. We give thanks to God that he has
given grace and wisdom to those of his people
who spoke: some with carefully crafted
speeches, some with pointed questions, some
with just a few hesitant words uttered in de-
pendence upon their faithful God. Through
each one God has achieved his purposes and
declared once more his word in our church.

Some debates did focus on matters of biblical
interpretation and Christian theology. Many
did not. Certain Presbyteries, recognising the
work of the Doctrine and Worship study group
on Human Sexuality, decided to leave off such
debates until their report 1s received. Therefore,
this vote and this result 1s not the end of our
labours or our need for prayer. Please do cry
out to God for the work of this Human Sexual-
ity working group.

Let me repeat what I have said before, and no
doubt will say again: Our contribution to the life
of our church and our presentation of a biblical
perspective on issues of debate will be made
more effectively from within the Councils and
study groups of the church than from the floors
of Presbyteries or General Assembly. We need
more evangelical members willing to serve on
Councils and study groups, we need more
prayer meetings to take up the regular task of
interceding for those already serving, and pray-
ing in others to join them. We need to encour-
age one another to participate, to go to meet-

Ings, to read the reports, to contribute to consul-
tations. This is a hard calling and at times it is
heart-breaking. Yet this is a work God has for
us to do and we have seen the need for it in this
debate.

In our Presbytery debates we found unexpected
partners joining us in voting against this Over-
ture. Many rightly felt that something in the
nature of parish ministry was being changed
with talk of intrusion and the so called ‘freedom
of pastoral conscience’. The need for vigilance
1s great. Without it, we will wake up one day,
and find our understanding of ministry changed.
The time has come for us to begin to discuss
amongst ourselves what we think ministry is
and how it should be practiced in our church
and in our nation so that we might be well pre-
pared to engage with positive contributions
when questions about the practice of ministry
come before us in the future.

The time has also come for us to take off the
boxing gloves and lay aside the baseball bats
and recognise in others partners given us by our
God who may not tick all the boxes we tick or
sing all the hymns we sing but are nonetheless
brothers and sisters in Christ who will stand
with us if we speak to them patiently and sensi-
tively, with all the grace that Christ gives us.

From the day your Steering Group learned of
the Legal Questions proposals, through an his-
Jtoric General Assembly debate, through months
of Presbytery meetings, have we not all learned
once again that we need to depend upon God
alone? Who 1s sutficient for such things? Since
when were the words written by Gordon Ken-
nedy in emails or web sties powerful to achieve
anything? Which one of us will stand up and
say we achieved something? Once again hum-
bled before the greatness of our God I am an
unprofitable servant. We are all earthen ves-
sels. But the glory of the Gospel is that God
takes such as you and me and fills us with the
unsurpassed riches of his grace so that when his
power 1s seen at work amongst us we know that
it is his power and his grace.

Therefore, all the glory is to be his alone. God
has blessed us by letting us share in this work
he has done. God will bless us again as he calls

us to continue to share in his work of renewing
and restoring this Church of Scotland. Our task
is not finished, God’s work is not yet over. His
Church of Scotland is not yet as pure as he
would make her. Does your heart not burn
within you, longing that God would give you
that chance to serve him in the renewal of his
church?

Brothers and sisters in Christ, be of good heart.
Our God i1s powerful and 1s at work in his
church. Do not be downcast in your soul. Put
your hope in God and praise him who alone is
your Saviour and your God. As we stand to-
gether under the showers of his grace pray that
our voices might be added to the hosts of all
creation singing:

To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb,
be praise and honour
and glory and power
for ever and ever.
Amen
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