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THERES MORE THAN JUST ONE ISSUE

by our chairman, Gordon Kennedy

I am writing this on the 7 June 06 and
yet I am willing to make a prediction
for the final of the World Cup, which
will not be played until 2nd July.
Whichever two teams are playing in the
final, within 30 seconds of the kick-off,
the commentators will be talking about
England!

Sometimes in the run-up to such major
sporting tournaments, be it football,
tennis, golf or whatever, you would think
there was only one side taking part. We
get weary with the commentators going
on and on about their team and long to
hear of other teams and other players—
especially those who don’t have an
injured foot!

It is a cheap and easy accusation to throw
at Forward Together to say that we are
only about one issue. Not only Forward
Together, but evangelicals in general are
regularly accused of being obsessed
about sex.

It isn’t good enough for us to assure one
another that this accusation is without
foundation; we must be able to
demonstrate this to those who would
make the accusation and so change the
general perception.

At the recent General Assembly it was
heartening to hear many Forward
Together members speaking on a wide
range of topics: [srael/Palestine, HIV/
AIDS, embryology and stem cell
research, the Church’s work of social
care, training of ministers, the working of
the General Assembly and its
administration to name just a few.

At the General Assembly it is essential
that all who speak remember they are
commuissioners, members of the General
Assembly. They do not speak on behalf

of any other group or congregation or
Presbytery. It is therefore impossible for
speakers to identify themselves as
Forward Together members that all
might know how wide 1s our range of
interests. If we are to demonstrate that
Forward Together is not a single issue
group we must do that outside of the
Assembly hall.

We do not cry to the Lord,
“Give me the
General Assembly”
but
“Give me Scotland.”

At our AGM in 2005 the Steering Group
were asked to help members prepare for
and engage with the General Assembly
and over the past year we have tried to
do this.

This will continue to be part of the work
of Forward Together; and I hope we will
improve our resourcing of members and
comimissioners in years to come.

However, I am aware that it would be
possible for Forward Together to become
focused upon the single issue of the
General Assembly. This would not be a
good thing.

As evangelicals within the Church of
Scotland we must offer our service
across a wide range of areas in the life of
our Church, our congregations, our
communities and our nation. We do not
cry to the Lord, “Give me the General
Assembly” but “Give me Scotland!”

By and large, our nation ignores the
General Assembly, the coverage in the
press is sparse and often inaccurate.

While successfully engaging at the
General Assembly is something we strive
to achieve it will not immediately impact
upon our members or our communities.

We are gospel people and must work
together to bring the good news of God’s
love in Jesus Christ to all the people of
Scotland. Since our nation will not hear
our speeches at the General Assembly we
need to find other ways of speaking for
the Lord on the contemporary issues
facing our nation and our communities so
that they will hear.

We do not have to search long to find
answers to the questions people are
asking; we do need to work hard to
create opportunities to share these
answers.

Our lives as Chrstian people, our
ministries in which we serve, should so
honour God and serve the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ that we will by our
gospel service earn a good reputation
within the Church and within the natton.

As we work for the Lord in the diverse
communities that make up modern
Scotland we will evitably demonstrate
a concern for all parts of human life and
human society and that the gospel should
be at work in every part.

In this service of the Lord in Scotland we
rejoice that Forward Together is not
alone in seeking to share the gospel of
God’s love with our nation. We look
forward to working in partnership with
others that we might serve effectively in
our day.

There is much work for the Lord to do,
let us continue to pray for one another
and strengthen one another to good
works and faithful service in many
different situations.













