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Intrusion �t a Forward Together briefing paper 

�d�Z���� �(�}�o�o�}�Á�]�v�P�� ���Œ���� ���Æ�š�Œ�����š�•�� �(�Œ�}�u�� ���Œ�� �t�����š�Z���Œ�Z�������[�•�� ���}�}�l�� �}�v�� �š�Z���� ���}nstitution and Laws of the Church of 
Scotland: 

page 124 

 

The reference to Act VIII, 1933 should be replaced with Act II, 2000, Section 18, page 138 of the Book of 
Acts of the Gen Ass, second edition. From the terms of the Act the purpose of this section is to limit the 
field of ministerial work of a particular minister, not to create a pope in a parish! Weatherhead covers the 
exceptions clearly. 

page 125 

 

This is a clear statement of what is intended by private invitation as the term is used in the Act. 

pages 108-109 
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The references to Acts should be changed to Act V 2000 as amended by Act IX, 2003. The section on 
intrusion is Section 10 �t �^�t�]�š�Z�}�µ�š���š�Z�������}�v�•���v�š���}�(���š�Z�����W�Œ���•���Ç�š���Œ�Ç�U���v�}���u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ���u���Ç�������u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ�������‰�š�]�•�u���]�v������
�����•�����Á�Z���Œ�����š�}���Z�]�•���}�Œ���Z���Œ���l�v�}�Á�o�����P�������v�}�š�Z���Œ���u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ���Z���•���������o�]�v�������š�}�����}���•�}�X�_ 

The precise point here is not so much about intrusion as about good administration of the sacraments. 
Although it should be noted, unlike marriage there is no provision for a minister to perform a baptism by 
�‰�Œ�]�À���š�����]�v�À�]�š���š�]�}�v�X���t�����š�Z���Œ�Z�����������]�•���µ�•�•���•�������‰�š�]�•�u�����v�����š�Z�����>�}�Œ���[�•���^�µ�‰�‰���Œ���]�v���Z�]�•�����Z���‰�š���Œ���}�v���š�Z�����<�]�Œ�l���^���•�•�]�}�v��
noting that while it is a ministerial function the Kirk Session has responsibilities in the dispensation of the 
sacraments. The Presbytery is permitted to grant permission for another minister to do a baptism if this 
has been refused by the parish minister, but only after investigation of the circumstances. 

Some questions �t FT chairman�[s response 

Firstly in terms of 'intrusion' into other parishes. Is it still the case that if a minister refuses to baptise a 
child, living in their parish, then technically, another minister cannot do it without the permission of the 
parish minister, or if that is refused, permission of presbytery? 

The law gives the Presbytery the right to correct a refusal to baptise an infant if that refusal has not been in 
terms of the Act. A chaplain conducting a baptism in extremis must have this baptism noted in the 
baptismal register of the parish where the parents live. A second minister is not permitted to carry out a 
baptism of members of another parish and if requested I think would reasonably be expected to contact 
the parish minister. 

Is Church law on marriage as clear or is it more fluid? 
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�d�Z���� �Á���Ç�� �]�v�š�Œ�µ�•�]�}�v�� �]�•�� �����•���Œ�]�������� �š�Z���� �]�v�š���v�š�]�}�v�� �]�•�U�� �/�� �š�Z�]�v�l�U�� �š�}�� �o�]�u�]�š�� ���� �u�]�v�]�•�š���Œ�[�•�� �Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç�� �š�}�� �Z�]�•�l�Z���Œ�� �}�Á�v��
parish. The minister accepting an invitation must be able to show a genuine personal invitation, which 
would mean a relationship with the couple, or one of the couple, before the request was made. 

Is there a difference in the two because one is a sacrament and the other is not?  

�/�� ���}�v�[�š�� �š�Z�]�v�l�� �š�Z�]�•�� �]�•�� �Á�Z���Œ���� �š�Z���� ���]�(�(���Œ��nce arises. In baptism we expect a baptism to be carried out in the 
face of the congregation where the parents are members and where the infant will be brought up. If we 
allow private invitation to apply in baptism we would end up with baptism at home and parents turning up 
�]�v�����Z�µ�Œ���Z���(�}�Œ�������‰�š�]�•�u���v���À���Œ���š�}���������•�����v�����P���]�v�X���~�z���•�U���/���l�v�}�Á���š�Z�]�•���Z���‰�‰���v�•�U�����µ�š���]�š���•�Z�}�µ�o���v�[�š�•���d�Z�����Œ���P�µ�o���š�]�}�v�•��
anent marriage are more flexible to permit friends to invite friends to conduct a wedding ceremony which 
need not be in a church building, or to request that a long standing friend be permitted to conduct the 
wedding service in the church they attend. 

Are there any other ministerial practices at present where a minister can simply go into the parish of 
another and do what s/he wants and 'not be deemed to have intruded upon the sphere of ministry of a 
parish minister'? 

I suppose chaplaincy, in hospital, prison or school (thinking of secondary schools) may be a case here. But 
in chaplaincy the sphere of ministerial service has been expanded beyond the geographical parish 
boundaries presumably by the agreement of Presbytery or with local parties. 

I would think a Presbytery would consider a minister running Alpha or Christianity Explored, or engaging in 
youth work, in a neighbouring parish to be intrusive and if the parish minister complained would act 
against the minister operating outside their own parish. 


