
Conscience 

The Committee, while acknowledging that this is a controversial question, believes that it 
is important  to recognise the existing freedom of pastoral conscience of ministers and 
others, and to guarantee that they do not face censure in the wake of providing a service 
in this context.  (Section 15.10, LQC Report.) 

1.  Conscience is not always our best guide to what is right and wrong in the sight of God. 
The individual may experience an inner pressure towards a particular action or viewpoint.  
This does not necessarily mean that God is behind this inner pressure.  Another individual 
Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ΨƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  Lǎ 
God, therefore, guiding people in totally different moral directions with regard to the same 
issue? 

нΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩΦ  
Individual conscience can be deemed a reliable guide only when the individual has been 
exposed to the Word of God and acknowledges that Word as ΨǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƛŦŜΦΩ  

3. The Church of Scotland in effect recognises the limitations of individual conscience in a 
number of areas: 

 the ordination of women ς ministers are not allowed to argue against the ordination 
of women or to refuse to ordain on the grounds of gender, no matter what their 
conscience may say. 

 baptism ς ministers must recognise the validity of infant baptism and cannot 
administer baptism to anyone who has already been baptised as an infant or adult, 
no matter what their conscience may say. 

4.  The limitation of individual conscience is recognised where people have to acknowledge 
a higher authority e.g., in the army, in government,  in the law, in employment. The recent 
case of the Cowcaddens fire-fighters who have been disciplined and in one case demoted 
because their conscience would not allow them to distribute literature at a Gay Pride march 
is an example of the latter.   

5.  Bearing in mind the above, it would not violate Christian principle or indeed principle 
recognised in the secular world if the Church said to its ministers that it is not permitted to 
give any cognisance to a practice which is clearly proscribed in Scripture, no matter what 
their conscience may say. 


