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New Moderator in Gay Weddings Row  

By Kate Devlin 

 

THE first female minister appointed Moderator of the Church of Scotland has stirred 
Controversy by declaring her backing for gay marriages.  

/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǾ {ƘŜƛƭŀƎƘ YŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ άǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ 
ǎǇƭƛǘέΦ aƛǎǎ YŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ роΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ άǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎΦ  

Lŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ 
same sex ceremonies, but the decision has been stalled by the insistence that it is ratified by all 
of its 46 local presbyteries.  

Miss Kesting had previously announced that she would make reaching out to other Christian 
denominations a priority of her time as moderator.  

In an interview with a newspaper yesterday, she indicated that she would also like to lead the 
church towards accepting same sex unions.  

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ όŎƛǾƛƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎύΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

άL ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 
necessary".  

Dr Ian Watson, the minister at Kirkmuirhill in south Lanarkshire and secretary of Forward 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΣ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ aƛǎǎ YŜǎǘƛƴƎΩǎ 
comments.  

IŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άL ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ ǎƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
spoken so publicly about such a controversial issue.  

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜΦέ 
IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ȅŜǘ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ {ƘŜƛƭŀƎƘ 
Kesting say the things she has they are hammering a splint in the log that is the church and 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ǎǇƭƛǘΦ ά  

Forward Together is conducting a survey of presbyteries to discover how many are for civil 
partnerships.  



Only three have declared favour so far, with 10 against.  

Miss Kesting was defended by Kim Cran, a minister at the Chapel of Garioch in Aberdeenshire, 
and chaplain to Affirmation Scotland, which campaigns for the rights of homosexual clergy. She 
said: "I am in complete agreement with her comments. I hope that people will hear them in the 
spirit of love and compassion and warmth that is there in her words.  

άL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΦ  

άLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who want to perform these cereƳƻƴƛŜǎ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘΦέ  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ aƛǎǎ YŜǎǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ 
as a milestone when it was announced last week. She was unavailable for Comment last night.  

 


